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The North Dakota Wildlife Federation is a grassroots 
organization, which protects and enhances North Dakota's 

wildlife, wildlife habitat and access to that habitat, and 
promotes hunting, fishing, trapping and other wildlife related 

activities through education, programs, and projects. 
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North Dakota Wildlife Federation 
 
The North Dakota Wildlife Federation (NDWF) is North Dakota’s oldest, largest, and most effective conservation 

organization. NDWF was founded in 1935 by hunters, anglers, landowners, and other conservationists who 
were concerned about the loss of North Dakota’s natural lands, healthy waters, and abundant wildlife. Our 

dedicated affiliates, volunteers, and staff maintain this legacy. 
 
 
Affiliates 
Barnes County Wildlife Federation 
Bottineau County Wildlife Club 
Central Morton Sportsmen's Club 
Eddy County Rod & Gun Club 
Hannaford Conservation & Wildlife Club 
Hiddenwoods Sportsmen’s Club 
Kindred Wildlife Club 
Lewis and Clark Wildlife Club 
Missouri Valley Shooting Sports Association 
North Dakota Hunters Education Association 
Red River Area Sportsmen’s Club 
Richland County Wildlife 
Stutsman County Wildlife Federation 
Tri-County Trap & Wildlife Club 
 
Executive Board Members 
Dave Dewald, President, Bismarck 
Kerry Whip, Vice President, Pingree 
Mike McEnroe, Secretary, Fargo 
Terry Allbee, Treasurer, Bismarck 
Dave Brandt, NWF Representative, Buchanan 
Wayne Beyer, Past President, Wahpeton 
 
At Large Board Members 
Dale Patrick, Director 1, Bismarck 
Joe Lautenschlager, Director 2, Berthold 
Mike McEnroe,  Director 3, Fargo 
Paulette Scherr, Director 4, Kensal 
Terry Allbee, Director 5, Bismarck 
Kerry Whipp, Director 6, Pingree 
Daryl Simmons, Director 7 Garrison 
Gene Masse,  Director 8, New Rockford 
Chuck Haus, Director 9, Hankinson  
 
Photos: Mike LaLonde 
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From the Executive Director 
By: John Bradley, Executive Director 

One reason why the North Dakota Wildlife Federation was created over 80 years 
ago was to bring together the many organizations working on conservation issues. 
Our founders realized that rod and gun clubs, birdwatching groups, garden clubs, 
and agricultural associations could accomplish more together than in isolation. Over 
time, we built powerful alliances to protect the lands, waters, and wildlife that 
support hunting, fishing, trapping, birdwatching, and every other outdoor activity. 
Bringing different voices together remains a core value for NDWF. Today, there are 
more organizations than ever working on wildlife, habitat, and access issues in 
North Dakota. Some groups focus on specific species; some are nationwide, and 
some are local; some work at the Legislature, and some work on the ground with 
habitat projects. And some do a little bit of everything. This diversity of efforts gives 
more opportunities for people to get involved in conservation. It also increases the 
need for us to work together. In these challenging times, NDWF will continue to 
bridge the variety of voices who are concerned about wildlife and habitat, as well as 

hunting, trapping, and angling. Thank you for your dedication to NDWF - and for every other conservation 
organization you support! A strong conservation community will help us protect our hunting, fishing, and outdoor 
heritage for future generations. 
 

Message from our Board President 
By: Dave Dewald, Board President 
 

Finding solutions to the difficult issues affecting our lands, water, and wildlife 
takes a lot of time and a willingness to put aside differences and appreciate 
other people’s values. Sometimes, it feels like it would be easier to just keep 
fighting. At NDWF, we believe that finding common ground is worth the effort. 
Our volunteers and staff work around the state with landowners, state and 
federal agencies, conservation groups, agriculture organizations, and other 
stakeholders to find common ground. For instance, NDWF is working on 
several collaborative, on the ground, private land projects to protect key 
grasslands and important habitat.  We are also working with conservation 
partners to protect critical big game habitat on public land from over 
development. Another top priority for NDWF is improving relations between 
private landowners and hunters in order to improve wildlife management, open 
more public access, and keep farmers and ranchers on the land. Only by sitting through long meetings and 
listening to diverse opinions can we continue to enjoy the bounty of public wildlife that we do. NDWF stands 
ready to help, just as we have for 84 years. 
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2019 Legislature 
 

 
The 2019 Legislature was a busy one for issues affecting 
wildlife, habitat and access for sportsmen and sportswomen, 
as well as recreationists.  As we have in years past, NDWF 
played a crucial role at the Capitol, monitoring key issues and 
speaking up for habitat, wildlife, access, and our outdoor 
heritage.  
 
NDWF worked closely with lawmakers of both parties to 
ensure that Game & Fish’s budget was sound and that key 
conservation priorities got the staffing and funding needed to 
manage our public trust resources. We fought against any 
effort from legislators that tried to micromanage the 
Department of Fish & Game or impeded scientific wildlife 
management. 
 
The “No Trespass Bill” (SB2315) was a primary focus for 
NDWF this session. We attended every hearing and meeting, 
testified, and lobbied.  NDWF and its membership, along with 
other sportsmen’s groups - through countless hours of work, 
calls, and emails - defeated the bill.  NDWF will continue to be 
engaged on this issue during the interim and will work to build 
collaboration across the diversity of groups that represent 

North Dakota hunters and anglers. Sportsmen and conservation groups need to unite in order for us to defend 
ND’s access and outdoor heritage in 2021 and beyond. 
 
Other important victories this session included passing a funding bill for an Aquatic Nuisance Species (ANS) 
Program, killing of a number of bad hunting and fishing licensing bills, and increasing the Outdoor Heritage 
Fund to $15 million for the biennium. In order to help defend the Outdoor Heritage Fund - which uses taxes on 
oil and gas to enhance conservation practices in the state - NDWF worked to build partnerships and coalitions 
with other organizations to ensure strong support for the program. 
 
Our successes this session will hopefully be a building block to keep the sportsmen’s coalition going so the 
sporting community can continue to speak with one voice on key conservation issues. That unity will give us 
more strength to pass key measures and building a better future for conservation, hunting and angling. 

 
 

Sign up to receive periodic updates about NDWF and our policy efforts by heading to our website: 
northdakotawildlifefederation.org 
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Affiliate Update:  Red River Area Sportsmen Club 
 

The Red River Area Sportsmen Club’s mission is to provide a common meeting 
ground for sportspeople and wildlife conservationists by which a united and organized 
effort can be made for the propagation, conservation and protection of all forms of 
wildlife in North Dakota and Minnesota. Current projects include developing and 
installing fishing areas along the Red River and Kidder Recreation Area, mentored 
youth hunts and fishing days, scholarships to outdoor camps, and college scholarships 
for those pursuing a career in Fish and Wildlife Management, Law Enforcement, 
Biology or Zoology.  

 
Meeting Schedule: 7:30 PM on the third Thursday of the Month, Wahpeton Community Center 

Upcoming Events: Marv Manock Youth Waterfowl Hunt - Saturday, September 14th 
  RRASC Youth Pheasant Hunt - Saturday, October 5th 

 

Photo: Red River Area Sportsmen Youth Pheasant Hunt 2018 
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Conservation Corner:  Chronic Wasting Disease 
Chronic wasting disease (CWD) is a disease of deer, moose and elk that is always fatal and not treatable.  
Chronic wasting disease  is a progressive, fatal disease of the nervous system of white-tailed deer, mule deer, 
elk and moose (Cervids). It belongs to a family of diseases known as Transmissible Spongiform 
Encephalopathies (TSEs), or prion diseases. Although CWD shares certain features with other TSEs, like mad 
cow disease, scrapie in sheep and goats, and Creutzfeldt - Jakob disease in humans, it is a distinct disease 
apparently affecting only cervids. It causes damage to portions of the brain; creating holes in the brain cells and 
causing a sponge-like appearance. It is a cause of decline in deer populations and once on the landscape, it 

remains there indefinitely. For these reasons, CWD poses 
a major threat to North Dakota cervid populations and the 
future of hunting these animals. 

Currently, CWD is only found in a limited portion of North 
Dakota and the disease is not widespread in these areas. 
This provides a unique opportunity where it is still possible 
to limit the impact of CWD and prevent its spread to new 
portions of the state.Game and Fish will continue to use 
lessons learned from other states, as well as the best 
available scientific evidence to make decisions on how to 
address the issue of CWD in North Dakota. 

Photo: Wyoming Game and Fish Department 

 

Reducing Your Risk in the Field 
CWD should not reduce your time spent afield. Currently, there is no scientific evidence that CWD can be 
naturally transmitted to humans. However, as a general precaution, Game & Fish advises that hunters take the 
following precautions when handling or processing deer, elk, or moose in areas known to have CWD: 

1. Avoid sick animals. Do not shoot, handle, or consume any animal that appears sick; contact your local 
wildlife agency personnel if you see an animal that you suspect to have CWD. 

2. Wear rubber/latex gloves when field dressing carcasses. 

3. Minimize handling the brain, spinal cord, eyes, spleen, tonsils and lymph nodes of any deer, moose or 
elk. Normal field dressing coupled with boning out a carcass will remove most, if not all, of these body 
parts. Cutting away all fatty tissue will remove remaining lymph nodes. 

4. Thoroughly wash hands, knives and other tools used to field dress the animal. Disinfect tools by soaking 
them in a solution of 50 percent household bleach and 50 percent water for an hour. Allow them to air 
dry. 

5. Bones and unprocessed remains should be disposed of through burial, landfill or incineration to reduce 
the likelihood of the disease spreading. 
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Policy Spotlight: Wildlife Corridors 
 
Wildlife corridors are critically important habitat areas that allow animals to move between areas of habitat, 
facilitating migration, range expansion, and mating. In general, wildlife need large swaths of habitat and the 
ability to move between these habitats to maintain vibrant populations. Wildlife corridors can be utilized daily, 
seasonally or in response to stochastic weather events.  
 
Conserving and advocating for landscape connectivity by identifying wildlife corridors and barriers to movement 
needs to be a conservation priority. Wildlife across America is threatened by increasing human development 
and habitat conversion.  This results in fragmentation of wildlife habitat and corridors. Linear features such as 

roads, fences and railroads fragment the landscape 
and incrementally reduce the ability for wildlife to 
move.  
 
An increasingly problematic North Dakota example 
fragmenting wildlife corridors involves Highway 85. 
As traffic has increased in the western part of the 
state it is important that Highway 85 be upgraded. 
However, enlarging the highway without accounting 
for all the wildlife that cross it, particularly in the 
badlands, would greatly impede wildlife migrations. 
The best way to maintain landscape connectivity is 
to work with all stakeholders across the landscape 
and across governmental jurisdictions to use 
scientific approaches to identify migration corridors, 
large-scale connectivity and assess impediments to 
movement. 
 
Luckily, a bill to facilitate just that was recently 

introduced in Congress.  The Wildlife Corridors Conservation Act of 2019 would provide for the management 
and protection of wildlife corridors throughout the country. The bill would establish a National Wildlife Corridor 
System that will facilitate the identification and designation of wildlife corridors on federal public land through a 
collaborative process involving federal, state and local governments, tribes and other important stakeholders. It 
will also provide funding for tribes to maintain wildlife corridors on tribal lands. It relies on a collaborative, 
stakeholder-led approach to give support and incentives to protect areas necessary for wildlife movement.  
 
Actions by state agencies, conservation groups, tribal governments, private landowners and other stakeholders 
to protect wildlife corridors and mitigate the causes of habitat fragmentation are showing promising progress. 
Federal agency leadership and investment in these and related efforts are necessary to ensure a future for 
America’s diverse wildlife. The Wildlife Corridors Conservation Act would direct such leadership and investment. 
The North Dakota Wildlife Federation will be supporting this bill in Congress and working to ensure wildlife 
connectivity in the badlands as Highway 85 projects proceed.  
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R3: Recruitment, Retention, Reactivation 
Conservation and outdoor recreation go 
hand-in-hand. Our wildlife management system 
relies on the expenditures of hunters and anglers. As 
new threats emerge to our lands, water, and wildlife, 
we need more hunters, anglers, and conservationists 
to step up and advocate for our treasured resources.  

The North Dakota Wildlife Federation is attempting 
to increase hunting and angling numbers in North 
Dakota , through R3 efforts. R3, or recruitment, 
retention, and reactivation activities seek to create 
new participants or increase participation rates of 
current or lapsed hunters, anglers, and other outdoor 
recreationists. Recruitment activities generate 
awareness and interest in an activity, as well as 
providing opportunities for people to try an activity. 

Next, retention activities provide the support necessary for novice recreationists to build their skills until they 
are able to participate independently. Finally, reactivation activities help lapsed recreationists become active 
participants. 

The North Dakota Wildlife Federation’s R3 
efforts include sponsoring youth shooting 
activities in the school including archery and 
sporting clays to start the recruitment 
process. We donated nearly $13,000 for 
youth shooting sports across the state in 
2019.  We also offer youth hunting and 
fishing days and mentored hunts through our 
local affiliate clubs for those individuals who 
wish to learn a new skill or to get back into 
the sport.  

Our retention efforts focus on policy and on the ground work: including habitat projects, wildlife advocacy, and 
funding access opportunities. This effort not only ensures hunters and anglers an abundance of fish and game 
throughout the year, but a place to pursue them as well. 

Keep an eye out for our youth fishing days or our fall hunts on our website and Facebook page.  Do you want to 
help with NDWF’s R3 efforts? Contact us! We appreciate your help. 

 

Photos: Top Left - Barnes County Wildlife Youth Fishing Day 2018; Bottom Right - NDWF sponsors the Missouri River Clay Target League 2019 
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NDWF Events 
 

 
NDWF and our affiliates host educational and social events throughout the year.  Check out our Facebook 
events page for details. Visit www.northdakotawildlife.org for upcoming board meetings.  
 
Mark your calendars! Our Annual Meeting will be held January 3rd and 4th, 2020 in Bismarck. 
 

Make an Impact 
 

For over 80 years, the North Dakota Wildlife Federation has depended on donations from conservationists like 
you to support our work to protect North Dakota’s abundant wildlife, our natural lands and waters, and our 
unmatched public access to the outdoors for future generations to enjoy. We are able to do so much to protect 
North Dakota’s outdoor heritage because people like you decide to chip in $25, $50, or $100 to support our 
work. Your financial support is crucial to our ability to stand up to well-funded special interest groups at the 
North Dakota Capitol and in Congress. We need everyone who values North Dakota’s outdoor heritage to get 
involved. Please donate to NDWF today!  

 
✂   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 

NDWF Membership Form 
Individual Membership: $15  -  Associate/Business Membership: $25 -  Educational Organization: Free 

Name _________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip
_________________________________________ 

Email _________________________________________ 

Phone _________________________________________ 

9 


