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The North Dakota Wildlife Federation is a grassroots organization, which protects and 
enhances North Dakota's wildlife, wildlife habitat and access to that habitat, and 
promotes hunting, fishing, trapping and other wildlife related activities through 

education, programs, and projects. 
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North Dakota Wildlife Federation 
The North Dakota Wildlife Federation (NDWF) is North Dakota’s oldest, largest, and most effective conservation 

organization. NDWF was founded in 1935 by hunters, anglers, landowners, and other conservationists who 
were concerned about the loss of North Dakota’s natural lands, healthy waters, and abundant wildlife. Our 

dedicated affiliates, volunteers, and staff maintain this legacy. 

 

Affiliates 
Barnes County Wildlife Federation 
Bottineau County Wildlife Club 
Cass County Wildlife Club 
Central Morton Sportsmen's Club 
Eddy County Rod & Gun Club 
Hannaford Conservation & Wildlife Club 
Hiddenwoods Sportsmen’s Club 
Kindred Wildlife Club 
Lewis and Clark Wildlife Club 
Missouri Valley Shooting Sports Association 
North Dakota Hunters Education Association 
Red River Area Sportsmen’s Club 
Richland County Wildlife 
Stutsman County Wildlife Federation 
Tri-County Trap & Wildlife Club 
 
Executive Board Members 
Dave Dewald, President, Bismarck 
Kerry Whipp, Vice President, Pingree 
Mike McEnroe, Secretary, Fargo 
Terry Allbee, Treasurer, Bismarck 
Dave Brandt, NWF Representative, Buchanan 
Wayne Beyer, Past President, Wahpeton 
 
At Large Board Members 
Dale Patrick, Director 1, Bismarck 
Joe Lautenschlager, Director 2, Berthold 
Mike McEnroe,  Director 3, Fargo 
Paulette Scherr, Director 4, Kensal 
Terry Allbee, Director 5, Bismarck 
Nick Simonson, Director 6, Bismarck 
Daryl Simmons, Director 7 Garrison 
Gene Masse,  Director 8, New Rockford 
Chuck Haus, Director 9, Hankinson  

 

Photos: Mike LaLonde, Matt Patrias, Nick Simonson 
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From the Executive Director 
The last few months have been filled with great 
uncertainty, sadness, and hardship. The Covid-19 
pandemic relentlessly moves on and precious lives 
continue to be lost, all against a backdrop of social 
injustice and unrest. Times are hard, but through this we 
are seeing growth and evolution in ways of viewing our 
world to our own backyards and neighborhoods. 

These past months have shown us that the outdoor 
activities, wildlands and wildlife can bring us back 
together again. Here at NDWF our staff and board 
continue to watch out for these public resources.  While 
we may be working from our home offices, I can assure 
you that we are still serving as the voice for North 
Dakota’s wildlife, habitat, and access.  Whether it be 
meeting with the Game and Fish Department over 
Microsoft Teams, getting information out on our social 
media channels, preparing for the 2021 legislative 
session, and looking to grow the Federation to be more 
effective in an ever evolving world, we’ve been putting in 
the work. 

Thankfully, North Dakota’s summer and fall is a time to 
be outside. So grab your hiking boots,your fishing rod, or your binos and get out there. Have those 
deep conversations that can only be had in the fishing boat. Recreate responsibly, be caring and be 
open. We’re here for you. We’re listening, and we’re growing. We hope you’ll join us. 

Contact John Bradley at jbradley.ndwf@gmail.com 
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Message from our President 
By: Dave Dewald, Board President 

During the last few months, North Dakota’s outdoor 
spaces have provided a safe space for our citizens to 
recreate. If this pandemic has taught us anything, it is 
how important open space is to our physical and 
mental health. Fishing, hiking, and scouting has 
provided an opportunity to get out of the house, social 
distance, and feel like things are back to normal. Make 
sure you take the opportunity to let your state 
legislators know how important North Dakota’s natural 
resources are to the physical and mental health of 
North Dakotans.  

As we move into another election cycle, please 
consider North Dakota’s habitat, wildlife, access and 
outdoor heritage when you are deciding who will 
represent you at the local, state, and federal level.  

The North Dakota Wildlife Federation is proud to 
publish a Legislative Voting Record outlining key 
sportsman-related bills that came up during the 2019 
legislative session and how North Dakota legislators 
voted on each. This voting record is not a scorecard 
and is not meant to express support or opposition to 
any legislator. Rather, it is an accounting of each legislator’s position on these important bills and a 
tool for sportsmen and women to be better informed. 

NDWF is grateful to the strong coalition of grassroots volunteers and supporters across the state who 
showed up and spoke up for North Dakota’s wildlife, public lands, and access. We hope you will 
continue to stay engaged for the issues you care about.  If you want to get further involved head over 
to northdakotawildlife.org and sign up for our legislative action alerts. 
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Conservation Spotlight: Corridors and Crossings 
By: NDWF Staff 

 

Corridors - As wildlife habitat continues to be fragmented, degraded, and lost to development, the 
need for a coordinated connectivity network is growing. Better habitat connectivity will allow wildlife to 
migrate and disperse throughout the country with the changing seasons, boost biodiversity and 
resilience in degraded ecosystems, safeguard genetic flow between populations, and ensure species 
are better able to adapt to our changing climate. This work is an important and long overdue 
investment in the long-term health of wildlife populations and ecological processes. 

Smart investment in habitat connectivity projects will help connect larger protected landscapes, such 
as the National Park System and National Wildlife Refuge System. Identifying prioritized corridors and 
key pinch points will improve connectivity that will benefit all species, from ungulates like mule deer, 
carnivores like the mountain lions, and  insects like the monarch butterfly.  NDWF is working with our 

conservation partners to fund key 
habitat projects to create 
multi-species wildlife corridors. 

Crossings - Many of the healthiest 
populations of fish and wildlife 
migrate seasonally to take 
advantage of the best habitats during 
each season. But roads, railroads, 
culverts, and other obstructions often 
impose barriers to safe migration. It 
doesn’t have to be this way. Wildlife 
safe highway overpasses and 
underpasses, better designed 

culverts, and other best management practices can make migrations much safer. Such wildlife friendly 
infrastructure would have the added bonus of reducing wildlife collisions on our roads too. The trick is 
coming up with the money to make our infrastructure safer for people and migrating wildlife. A good 
example in North Dakota is the project at Long X Bridge, just south of the entrance to the North Unit of 
Theodore Roosevelt National Park.  The project is already underway to alleviate vehicle-animal 
mortality in an area that harbors some of the best bighorn sheep habitat. It's there, where a number of 
bighorns have been killed on  Highway 85, a large and impressive wildlife crossing is being 
constructed to safely funnel bighorns, and other wild ungulates, from one side of the highway to the 
other.  
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Affiliate Spotlight:  Cass County Wildlife Club 
The object and purpose for which this organization is 
formed is to provide a common meeting ground for 
sportsmen and wildlife conservationists by which 
united organized efforts for the propagation, 
conservation and protection of all forms of wildlife in 
North Dakota. 

 
Our club plays an active role in several projects 
including managing rifle & trap ranges, supporting a 
full time lobbyist, sponsoring hunter safety and youth 
projects, and education. 

 

 

 

Meeting Schedule:  

First Tuesday of the Month, 6:30 pm 

 

To learn more visit:  

https://www.casscountywildlife.com/ 

https://www.facebook.com/casscountywildlife/ 

 

 

 

northdakotawildlife.org                                                        6 

https://www.casscountywildlife.com/
https://www.facebook.com/casscountywildlife/


 

 

Great American Outdoors Act  
A Win When We Needed It 

 

The passage of the Great American Outdoors Act, a bill which would provide permanent funding to the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) through royalties generated by offshore drilling in federal 
waters around the United States, represents a bright, optimistic light in a time of challenge and a future 
full of opportunities.  In a moment in history when nearly everything seems to be dividing American 
society – from continued racial injustice issues overflowing into the streets, to online flame-fests over 
whether or not to wear a face covering to the grocery store – the bi-partisan approval of the bill which 
now sits on the President’s desk for signature encompasses what the outdoors can do for not only 
individuals, but also our country and provides a point of unification when it is most needed. 

  
Throughout the past few months, I, along 
with millions of others have sought 
sanctuary in the outdoors.  Whether 
launching my little boat from the concrete 
slabs on my favorite trout, bass and 
walleye lakes, to running up a trail on my 
favorite stretch of forested hills on the 
edge of town, the outdoors has continued 
to provide the mental reset and relief that it 
has in other times of personal challenge, 
or just when I’ve needed a moment to 
disconnect from the day-to-day.  It’s likely 
that these access points to the aquatic 
world and a few hours of fly fishing, jigging 
or slow trolling, or a forty-five minute jaunt 
to get the heart rate up and the rings 
closed on my watch, have at some point 
benefitted from dollars that come from the 
LWCF. 
  
Created by an act of Congress in 1965, 
the LWCF utilizes those revenues raised 

through oil and gas production to fund state and federal outdoor access. However, in its 55 years of 
existence, the fund has only received the maximum appropriation of those dollars twice.  The Great 
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American Outdoors Act, with 59 co-sponsors (Including Senator Hoeven)  from both sides of an 
oft-divided legislative branch, guarantees full funding of the LWCF, where in most previous sessions, 
hundreds of millions of dollars were diverted to non-conservation projects through bureaucratic 
loopholes. Throughout the process of promoting and lobbying for the passage of this act, the fact that 
nearly every county across the U.S. has benefitted in some way from the LWCF since its inception has 
served as the rallying cry from the dozens of critter and conservation groups that teamed up to power 
the legislation through. 
  
That unity, along with a 73-25 vote in the Senate and a 310-107 vote in the House of Representatives, 
shows that even in this time of crisis, division and ever-increasing politicization of everything in 
perhaps the most important election year in our country’s history, the common good can still come 
first.  With that approval, and the pending signature of the President, the LWCF will provide badly 
needed full funding for all wild places, from national parks and federal refuges to local boat ramps and 
hiking trails which have gone unfunded for decades and need upkeep which has been delayed.  The 
act will also fund more new acquisitions for public spaces, increasing the supply of outdoor 
opportunities for those looking for a space to breathe, relax and enjoy the natural world.  This in turn 
will help develop a greater appreciation for our lands and waters, and ultimately the conservation of 
those resources.  Ideally, with the added stressors many of us find ourselves under at this moment in 
time, this funding will provide a form of continued relief that can only come with time afield and 
appreciation of those options. 
  
Journalist Doug Larson once noted that if people concentrated on the really important things in life, 
there’d be a shortage of fishing poles.  While I don’t expect a run on baitcasters and spinning rods like 
we’ve seen on toilet paper, bleach wipes and eggs in recent months, it’s likely with the passage of this 
historic act that in the coming seasons the opportunities to wet a line, work a field behind a dog, and 
simply take in a sunset from a hilltop stop along a winding path can and will be the focus of many more 
people as we follow the lead of those who worked to pass this bill and take stock of what’s 
important…in our outdoors. 
  
The Great American Outdoors Act will provide full funding of $900 million each year to the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund which helps acquire and maintain national, state and local parks, along with refuges, trails, 
water access and community spaces.  The act has pascrossed the finish line with the President signing it into 
law on August 4th, 2020. 

By: Nick Simonson 
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Withdrawal of Pendley Nomination Shows 
Americans Reject Attempts to Sell Public Lands 

 

The reported withdrawal of William Perry Pendley’s nomination to lead the Bureau of Land 
Management should be “a wake-up call” for leaders who purport to follow Theodore Roosevelt’s 
example while supporting actions that undermine our public lands and wildlife. 

“William Perry Pendley has been unfit to lead the Bureau of Land Management every day since he 
was appointed acting director in 2019, and the fact that he was nominated this June and not withdrawn 
until millions of Americans and elected officials spoke out illustrates the wrongheaded priorities of this 
administration,” said Collin O’Mara, president and CEO of the National Wildlife Federation. 
“Unfortunately, the ignominious end of Pendley’s nomination is more of a cynical nod to political 
realities than a retreat from the nihilist ideology he championed — and provides small solace for the 
communities and wildlife affected by the unbridled leasing of wildlife habitat and recreation lands 
across the West to energy development.  

“This move should be a wake-up call for anyone who attempts to appropriate the legacy of Theodore 
Roosevelt without embodying his conservation stewardship ethic.” 

The National Wildlife Federation and its western affiliates have led efforts to highlight Pendley’s 
unfitness to lead the Bureau of Land Management since his appointment as its acting director one 
year ago. These efforts continued following his formal nomination to lead the agency, which manages 
more than 245 million acres of public lands. 
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O'Mara called for the U.S. Senate to reject Pendley's nomination in a Washington Post guest opinion 
column earlier this month:  

"The latest affront to Roosevelt’s legacy is Trump’s nomination of William Perry Pendley to lead the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM). Despite his zealotry for selling off all public lands, his affinity for 
armed vigilantes and his anti-Black and anti-Native American writings, Pendley was elevated last year 
to serve as the unconfirmed acting head of the BLM, responsible for managing 245 million acres of 
land and leading 11,600 employees. Now that he has been formally nominated, senators should unite 
to reject his dangerous ascension to the post, just as they joined to pass the Great American Outdoors 
Act." 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Pendley has a long history regarding public land 
policy. And it’s not good. He previously served as 
president of the conservative Mountain States 
Legal Foundation and worked at Interior during 
the Reagan administration. In these positions he’s 
advocated for the sell-off of public lands and for 
the oil and gas industry over conservation and 
recreation interests. Him serving as the acting 
director of the Bureau of Land Management is like 
an arson running the fire department. We urge 
you to call Senator Hoeven and Senator Cramer’s 
offices and urge them to remove William Perry 
Pendley as the Bureau of Land Management’s 
Acting Director.  

 

 

Senator Hoeven’s DC  Office: Senator Cramer’s DC Office: 

P: 202-224-2551 P: 202-224-2043 
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.R3: NDWF’s New Program to Support Affiliate Efforts 
NDWF has long supported youth shooting sports across North Dakota. The expansion of the North Dakota 
State High School Clay Target League has provided many affiliates an opportunity to invest not only in the 
rapidly- rising popularity of shooting sports in the state, but also secure a longer-term return in the creation of 
competent shooters, hunters and conservationists who will become future members of their clubs. 

Now NDWF is looking to further support affiliates' efforts to recruit new hunters and anglers. NDWF’s affiliates 
host numerous youth and women events each spring and fall. The Federation has set up a small grants 
program for these hunts, fishing days, butchering demonstrations, and other events that work to recruit new 
hunters and anglers from a variety of backgrounds. The deadline to apply for summer 2020 projects has 
closed. Special consideration will still be given to fall youth hunts.  

Want to learn more or have a project idea? Contact John Bradley at jbradley.ndwf@gmail.com or 701-390-7196 

 

 

 

 

NDWF supports multiple R3 activities - including youth shooting sports, fishing days, and outdoor skill 
demonstrations. 
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Administrative Rule Changes Coming for ND Trust Lands  
The Department of Trust Lands will hold a public hearing to address proposed rules and amendments to N.D. 

Admin. Code Title 85, at 10:00 a.m. CT, on August 26, 2020 at the Fort Totten Room, North Dakota State 

Capitol. 

 

The proposed rules and amendments address additional Definitions, Surface Land Management Land 
Exchange and Land Sales, and Minerals Management Offset Obligations. 
The proposed rules may be reviewed online at the web address: https://www.land.nd.gov/ 

 

The August 26th meeting will be open to the public over Microsoft Teams: 

Join Microsoft Teams Meeting 

+1 701-328-0950 United States, Fargo (Toll) 

Conference ID: 321 400 855# 

 

How to Speak Up: 
It is important the North Dakota Department of Trust Lands hear from North Dakota sportsmen and women. 

Written or oral comments on the proposed rules must be received by September 8, 2020 to be fully considered. 

Submit a comment through email or over the phone: dtlrequest@nd.gov or (701) 328-1918 

 

 

 

 

 

ND Trust (School) Lands 
marked in blue in North 
Dakota PLOTS guides 

make up roughly 700,000 
acres of huntable land for 

sportsmen and women 
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State Trust Lands Talking Points: 
● North Dakota started with approximately 2.8 million acres of School Land at statehood. Approximately 75% 

has been sold off leaving roughly 700,000 acres of Trust Lands in North Dakota. Public access is allowed for 

recreation (hunting, fishing, birdwatching, etc.) provided it does not conflict with the constitutional mandate to 

produce income for the Trust. 
 

● Access to these trust lands also provides hunters and other outdoors users with great outdoor recreation 

opportunities. Hunter access is a sought-after commodity in North Dakota bringing hundreds of hunters to small 

communities throughout the state, enhancing the economy for main street North Dakota. It is important to 

recognize the value and opportunity for enhancing and maintaining this asset for the future. The potential loss of 

access through the sale of Trust Lands will provide a private ownership blockade to Trust lands. 
 

● The current economic value of these lands is primarily derived from grazing and agricultural production 

leases. Land sales or transfers do not guarantee that the land will go to the current lessee or the greatest good. 

It would simply go to the highest bidder resulting in a loss of future revenue and a loss for public access. There 

is a great potential for local farmers/ranchers to get outbid for the land they currently lease and have it 

converted to ranchettes and subdivisions. 
 

● Management of these lands includes enhancing their values agricultural use and for outdoor recreation that 

can provide increased economic benefits to the state. 
 

● North Dakota can’t make more public land. Keeping these Trust Lands in state ownership and improving 

management for agriculture and outdoor recreation will increase economic benefits to our main street 

businesses. Less than 5% of North Dakota is publicly owned. ND Department of Trust Lands is second largest 

owner of lands available for hunter access. Trust lands make up about 15 to 20% of public-outdoor recreation 

land in North Dakota. Resident and non-resident hunters do not support any additional loss of habitat and 

access. 
 

● By law the state of North Dakota retains mineral rights. Selling the surface promotes more surface owner, 

mineral owner, and split ownership conflicts. 
 

● Most Trust Lands are native prairie. If sold, conversion of native prairie or grassland to non-grassland or 

development property would likely occur, adding wildlife and habitat losses. In addition conversion these native 

prairie tracts will exasperate the difficulty livestock producers have in finding grazing and hay land. 
 

● There has been an effort in the Legislative to sell ND Department of Trust Lands at least 3 times in the last 

7-8 sessions. All 3 efforts failed. 
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NDWF Events 
NDWF and our affiliates host educational and social events throughout the year.  Check out our Facebook 
events page for details. Visit www.northdakotawildlife.org for upcoming board meetings information.  

Duck Hunting Opener - September 26th 

Pheasant Hunting Opener - October 10th 

NDWF Board Meeting - October 22nd, Watford City 

Red River Area Sportsmen Club’s Ladies Rooster Round Up - October 24th, Hankinson  

Deer Hunting (Gun) Opener - November 6th (noon) 

Make an Impact 
For over 80 years, the North Dakota Wildlife Federation has depended on donations from conservationists like 
you to support our work to protect North Dakota’s abundant wildlife, our natural lands and waters, and our 
unmatched public access to the outdoors for future generations to enjoy. We are able to do so much to protect 
North Dakota’s outdoor heritage because people like you decide to support our work. Your financial support is 
crucial to our ability to stand up to well-funded special interest groups at the North Dakota Capitol and in 
Congress. We need everyone who values North Dakota’s outdoor heritage to get involved. 

 
✂   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

NDWF Membership Form 

Individual Membership: $15  -  Associate/Business Membership: $25 -  Educational Organization: Free 

Name _________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________ 

Email _________________________________________ 

Phone _________________________________________ 

northdakotawildlife.org                                                        14 


