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Stutsman County Wildlife Federation 

Article and Pictures Submitted by Marci Opsahl 
 
The Stutsman County Wildlife Federation (SCWF), along with the Buffalo City Gun Club, 
United Sportsmen, Pheasants Forever and ND Fur Trapper and Harvester Association hosted a 
Youth Outdoor Day event which included: Archery, Trap Shooting, Trapping Demonstration, 
Slingshots and lunch on May 12th. The SCWF will host a Youth Fishing Day on July 21 and a 
Youth Pheasant Hunt on September 30th.  
 

 



Conservation Notes #24 

North Dakota Trust Lands 
North Dakota Trust Lands, commonly known as school lands, are one of our State’s greatest 
public land assets. The Department of Trust Lands manages over 700,000 acres of school lands 
to generate funding for Common Schools, North Dakota Universities and schools for the deaf 
and blind.  This management provided North Dakota over $200,000,000 in the 2015/2017 
biennium.   Access to these public trust lands also provides hunters and other outdoors users with 
great outdoor recreation opportunities. Hunter access is a sought-after commodity in North 
Dakota bringing hundreds of hunters to small communities throughout the state, enhancing the 
economy for main street North Dakota.  It is important to recognize the value and opportunity for 
enhancing and maintaining this asset for the future.  
The current economic value of these lands is derived from minerals, agricultural production, 
investments, etc.  But not accounted for in the direct income stream are the untold recreation 
opportunities and economic value these public lands provide to citizen users such as hunters, bird 
watchers, hikers and other recreationists, as well as water quality and soil quality health benefits. 
Management of these lands that includes enhancing their values for outdoor recreation can 
provide increased economic benefits to the state.  
So, keeping these Trust Lands in public ownership and improving management for outdoor 
recreation will increase economic benefits to our main street businesses. 
 

Conservation Notes #25 
Outdoor Recreation Benefits Small Town Mainstreet 

A key feature of Governor Burgum’s Main Street Initiative is Healthy Vibrant Communities. In 
North Dakota, outdoor recreation in our prairies, lakes and wetlands, rivers and streams, and 
badlands, plays a major role in our quality of life and economic well-being, particularly in our 
many smaller communities. Over one-half of our citizens participate in the great variety of 
outdoor activities that contribute to the social and economic well-being of our small 
communities. The signs tell the story. It’s hard to drive through a small community without 
seeing the signs welcoming hunters and anglers, bikers, campers, hikers etc. The owners of 
cafes, bars, grocery stores, and motels all recognize the value of those outdoor users to the 
success of their businesses. But the resources to support healthy small communities are 
declining, access is becoming more difficult and conversion of our outdoor resources to other 
uses negatively impacts Main Street across North Dakota. Therefore, as a part of the Governor’s 
Main Street Initiative the state has an obligation to its communities to develop specific programs 
that maintain and improve our valuable outdoor resources ensuring that outdoor recreation 
activities will continue to be part of the social and economic well-being of our small 
communities.  
 

 
 
 



Conservation Notes #26 

Creative Access 
Access to North Dakota’s valuable outdoor resources requires creative methods. North Dakota 
Game and Fish Department’s Private Land Open To Sportsmen (PLOTS) program has 
partnered with a North Dakota ranch family to provide public access to over 20,000 acres of 
prime hunting land in the North Dakota Badlands. Contributing partners included, Pheasants 
Forever, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, National Wild Turkey Federation, in addition to the 
Mule Deer Foundation which provided livestock management infrastructure through their 
Outdoor Heritage Fund “Western ND Habitat Enhancement Project” grant. Because there was a 
wiling landowner, and multiple conservation partners, it became possible to open a large tract of 
private land for hunting access for 10 years. 
In 2017 alone, the harvest of fifteen elk, numerous mule deer, sharp-tailed grouse, prairie dogs, 
turkeys and countless hours of hunting opportunity were made possible by this one landowner’s 
willingness to participate in the PLOTS program.  
Hunting access is becoming increasingly limited, and these PLOTS tracts help to ensure the 
preservation of North Dakota’s hunting heritage. Additionally, these projects provide landowners 
with a diversified economic benefit and nearby communities with benefits from an influx of 
hunter dollars into their economies. N. D. sportsmen and women show their support by thanking 
landowners for providing access and being on their best behavior while hunting PLOTS and all 
private land.  
It is important that our state legislators understand the importance of the Outdoor Heritage Fund 
and public access programs for wildlife, hunters, landowners, and economic development.  It is 
also important for our Congressional Delegation to support the Voluntary Public Access and 
Habitat Incentive Program portion of the 2018 Farm Bill.  All these voluntary programs are good 
for sportsman and women, landowners and main street North Dakota.  
 

Conservation Notes #27 

Protecting Public Lands 
State and Federal lands used for conservation make up a small percentage (7%) of the total land 
base in North Dakota.   These important public lands are a vital part of the state’s outdoor 
recreation heritage and contribute to the economy of our state.  For example, federal lands under 
the jurisdiction of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers along the Missouri River provide critically 
important places for people to hunt, fish, bird watch, camp, and access the Missouri River for 
numerous outdoor pursuits.  All these activities generate important revenue for main streets in 
Linton, Bismarck-Mandan, Washburn, Garrison, New Town, and Williston in North Dakota.  
But all too often, shortsighted individuals and groups try to convert public lands, acquired and 
managed with taxpayers’ dollars, to private ownership.  When this happens, taxpayer 
investments in development and management are lost, North Dakota citizens lose access and 
outdoor recreation is imperiled.  
So, public lands along the Missouri River and elsewhere in North Dakota must remain in public 
ownership.  Protecting public lands benefits all citizens and ensures the future of our outdoor 
recreation heritage and support for the economies of our main streets. 
 
For more information on this message or other conservation topics, contact: Mike McEnroe, Past 
President, North Dakota Wildlife Federation, (memcenroe@bis.midco.net). 



 

 
Tanner Stechmann and Andrew 

Barnas, UND Students 

 
 

UND Game 
Management 

Submitted by Erik Fritzell, Grand 
Forks 

 
I wish to update you on the 

status of the University of North 
Dakota Game Management 
Endowment to which you have so 
generously donated.  It’ll be three 
years this September since this 
effort began.  It has borne its first 
fruit.  

The first UND Game 
Management fellowship was 
awarded to Tanner Stechmann.  
Tanner is an affable young man 
from Roseau, MN working on his 
master’s degree in Biology, and is 
advised by Dr. Susan Felege.  
They are part of “The Hudson Bay 

Project”, a decades-long international effort with a major focus on the snow goose population in 
the Hudson Bay Lowlands.  Although Tanner’s thesis research deals with the nesting ecology of 
Common Eiders, he is a valued team member on the snow goose research effort (see attached 
photo).  Primary sponsors of Tanner’s research effort are the Central Flyway Council and Parks 
Canada. 

When not chasing geese, eiders, and polar bears up north, Tanner has been active in several 
local projects.  He participated in effort to raise funds for this endowment, has served as 
President of the UND Student Chapter of The Wildlife Society while an undergraduate, and is 
currently mentoring undergraduates in establishing a network of wood duck nesting boxes along 
the English Coulee and Red Rivers.  

The Game Management Endowment account principal now stands at $94,000. If one counts 
a couple of pledges, it is over $100,000.  As time allows, I hope to continue to raise funds.  This 
year I’d like to increase the number of individual contributors.  At this point 43 individuals or 
organizations have contributed.  I’d love to double that number – no matter the size of their 
donation.  Strength in numbers!! 

I hope you can “spread the word” among your hunting friends and colleagues.  Be sure to let 
me know if I can help in any way. Thanks so much for your support. 

 



 
 

April 12, 2018 NDWF Board Minutes 
Submitted by Kerry Whipp 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

President Wayne Beyer called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM, Thursday, April 12, 

2018.  The meeting was held at the Natural Resource Trust Office in Bismarck, ND. 

The following were in attendance; Wayne Beyer (Red River Area Sportsmen Club), 

Mike McEnroe (Lewis & Clark Wildlife Club), Kerry Whipp (Stutsman County 

Wildlife Federation), Dale Patrick (Lewis & Clark Wildlife Club), Charles Vasicek 

(Missouri Valley Shooting Sports Association), Greg Gerou (Red River Area 

Sportsmen Club), David Dewald (Lewis & Clark Wildlife Club), Rodney O’Clair 

(ND Hunters Education Association), Paulette Scherr (Stutsman County Wildlife 

Federation), Dave Dittloff (National Wildlife Federation), Gene Van Eeckhout 

(Stutsman County Wildlife Federation), Chuck Haus and Jan Swenson. 

  

PRESIDENT REPORT – Wayne Beyer 

  

President Wayne Beyer briefly introduce an idea for future consideration - North 

Dakota Outdoor Hall of Fame. This program could be modeled after the Montana 

Outdoor Hall of Fame, which recognizes and celebrates a broad cross-section of 

individuals who have made significant contributions to the outdoor heritage in North 

Dakota. Wayne asked that the board read the article he provided from Montana 

Outdoors magazine and consider it for future discussion. 

 

SECRETARY REPORT – Kerry Whipp   



 

The minutes from the January 19, 2018 board of directors meeting were reviewed. 

Dave Dewald made a motion to approve the January 19th minutes as written. Charles 

Vasicek seconded the motion. The motion passed. 

 

The minutes from the January 21, 2018 board of directors meeting were reviewed. 

Paulette Scherr made a motion to approve the January 21st minutes as written. Mike 

McEnroe seconded the motion. The motion passed. 

 

TREASURER REPORT/ BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE – Dale 

Patrick   

 

Dale Patrick presented the two portfolio balances for the Rothchild and RAP 

investments with Edward Jones. The account balances ending March 29th, 2018 

were; Rothschild - $715,304.54 and RAP - $43,758.99. Dale informed the board that 

withdrawals from Edward Jones for cash on projects should be filed 6-months in 

advance. Dave Dewald made a motion to approve the Edward Jones investment 

report. Mike McEnroe seconded the motion. The motion passed. 

  

Dale Patrick presented the portfolio balance for the Holm investment with LPL 

Financial. The account balance on February 28, 2018 was $2,823,922.21. Greg Gerou 

made a motion to approve the Holm investment report. Charles Vasicek seconded the 

motion. The motion passed. 

  

Dale Patrick presented the treasurer report for the period January, 2018 – March, 

2018. 

 

The RAP account balance at the beginning of the period was $35,651.10. Income 

during this period totaled $10,525.94. Expenses for this same period totaled 

$9,266.25. This leaves an account balance of $36,910.79. Chuck Haus made a motion 



to approve the RAP account. Charles Vasicek seconded the motion. The motion 

passed. 

  

The Gaming account balance at the beginning of the period was $39.026.68. Income 

during this period totaled $25,000. Expenses for this same period totaled $663.50. 

This leaves an account balance of $63,363.18.  

 

Kerry Whipp asked Dale if there was any solution to Perry Kapauns request to adjust 

the fiscal year for the Gaming account so that more accurate financial reporting can 

be presented at the annual meeting. Dale stated that for IRS reporting it was not 

feasible to have variations in fiscal year dates from one account to another. Dale 

proposed an alternative solution, generate a Gaming financial report for the adjusted 

dates at the annual meeting rather than adjusting the reporting period for the IRS. 

 

Greg Gerou made a motion to approve the Gaming account. Dave Dewald seconded 

the motion. The motion passed. 

  

The General account balance at the beginning of the period was $115,917.49. Income 

during this period totaled $27,616.73. Expenses for this period totaled $29,714.98. 

This leaves an account balance of $113,819.24. Chuck Haus made a motion to 

approve the General account. Charles Vasicek seconded the motion. The motion 

passed. 

  

BUDGET/ FINANCE/ ESTATE COMMITTEE – Dale Patrick 

  

The proposed 2018 budget was brought up for discussion after being tabled from the 

annual meeting. Dale Patrick said that most recommended changes were made with a 

few exceptions. Dale chose to create a new category for the summit meeting budget 

line rather than redirecting the budgeted funds from the executive director budget 

line. Dale disagreed with reducing dollar values for a few of the proposed budget 



categories. Dale reminded the board that this is a proposed budget and the money 

doesn’t have to be spent. 

Other comments/recommendations:  

● Increase budget line 7006 for youth projects from $15,000 to $16,000. 

● A budget line 4051 (income) and 7020 (expense) for the Sage Grouse Project 

needs to be added. The amount for each line should be $88,704. 

Mike McEnroe made a motion to table the budget approval until revisions are 

completed. Dale Patrick seconded the motion. The motion passed. 

  

Dale Patrick reported that Brady Martz conducted an audit of the NDWF finances. 

Dale said the audit appears to have went well but a final report has not been received 

from Brady Martz. Dale said the final report would be available for review by the 

July meeting. 

  

Wayne Beyer reported that no action has been taken to get additional signatories on 

the investment accounts. Dale Patrick stated that he has been unavailable due to 

health problems and other responsibilities. Dale said he will arrange to have the 

appropriate names added to the estates within the next two weeks. Mike McEnroe 

made a motion that Mike McEnroe and Dave Dewald be added as signatories to the 

Edward Jones accounts, and Dave Dewald be added to the Planning Team account. 

Dale Patrick seconded the motion. The motion passed. 

  

Mike McEnroe presented the 5th draft of the proposed Investment Policy and Plan. 

Mike added that Jim Carter made a recommendation that an addition be made to the 

policy explaining that specific investment bonds be “grade” or better. Mike McEnroe 

made a motion that this change be made and that the final draft be submitted to the 

Executive Board and Committee for final approval. Dave Dewald seconded the 

motion. The motion passed. 

  



Dale Patrick made a motion that the NDWF reimburse travel expenses for executive 

board meetings and special meetings for all out of town executive board members and 

directors. Dave Dewald seconded the motion. During discussion Wayne Beyer 

commented that reimbursement requests should be up to the discretion of the board 

meeting attendees. The motion was called to question. There were 9 yes votes and 3 

nays. The motion passed. 

  

Mike McEnroe reported that the Lewis & Clark Youth Activities Raffle ticket sales 

are going out at an alarmingly slow rate. There were 2000 tickets printed and fewer 

than half have been distributed. Currently about 100 tickets have been confirmed 

sold. Mike encouraged that members who took tickets get there sold stubs and cash 

turned in as early as possible. 

  

Mike McEnroe passed around a 1947 North Dakota Wildlife Federation button pin he 

received from John Paulson, Wildlife Services – USDA. The pin was found by Jerry 

Shoemaker from Stanley. Jerry found the pin while setting coyote traps. Mike is 

seeking advice on what to do with the pin. It was recommended the pin be taken to 

the ND Historical Society or Heritage Center. 

  

Wayne Beyer announced that the meeting that was scheduled for April 11th with 

Dennis Johnson and the Holm family was rescheduled for July 11th due to weather. 

Dave Dewald presented a production report and site plan for the 33 wells the NDWF 

acquired from the Holm estate. 

  

Wayne Beyer requested discussion on appointing a specific project committee to 

evaluate projects for estate funds. Dave Dewald recommended that a strategy be 

devised so that the NDWF can initiate projects rather than just funding other 

organization projects. Dave expressed concern about how the NDWF would monitor 

and verify how allocated funds are being spent by outside groups. Wayne Beyer 

responded that he was concerned how a volunteer organization with very limited 



human resources would be able to find the time or skill set to facilitate our own 

project. Paulette Scherr recommended a project committee be formed to establish 

guidelines for allocating funds for projects, but not to be managers of any specific 

project. Dave Dewald and Paulette Scherr volunteered to be on the committee. 

  

Wayne Beyer presented the following requests for funding;  

● North Dakota Patriot Guard submitted a request for financial sponsorship 

toward their August 17th and 18th Memorial Honor Ride. Greg Gerou made a 

motion to not fund the request. Paulette Scherr Seconded. The motion passed. 

● Hiddenwood Sportsmen’s Club submitted a request for a $75 sponsorship 

toward their 33rd Annual Fishing Derby June 9th. Dave Dewald made a 

motion to approve the $75 sponsorship. Greg Gerou seconded the motion. The 

motion passed. 

● Jan Swenson with the Badlands Conservation Alliance gave a presentation 

about the BCA’s history and their mission. Jan then submitted a proposal 

requesting funding in the amount of $30,000 per year over 3 years (2018 – 

2020) for a total contribution of $90,000. This money would be matched by 

the BCA to facilitate their annual operating budget of $60,000 per year with 

$43,309.96 dedicated to salary. Jan stated that the BCA has sought grants all 

across the country with no success. Without funding coming soon they will be 

forced into volunteer only status by mid-summer (2018). There was lengthy 

discussion regarding this request among board members with some in favor 

and others against the request. Dale Patrick made a motion to fund $30,000 to 

the BCA for one year, with future funding to be reconsidered after an annual 

review. Dave Dewald seconded the motion. The motion passed. Greg Gerou 

made a motion that the BCA provide quarterly financial reports to the NDWF. 

Dale Patrick seconded the motion. Jan Swenson agreed to the motion. The 

motion passed. 

● Rachel Bush of Pheasants Forever submitted a request for financial 

sponsorship of a series of events directed toward women shot-gunning and 



wing-shooting. Dale Patrick made a motion to not fund the request. Mike 

McEnroe seconded the motion. The motion passed. 

BYLAWS AND RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE – Mike McEnroe   

 

Greg Gerou commented that after a review of the NDWF Bylaws and Policy manual 

he has discovered several contradictions. Greg stated that he will continue his review 

throughout the upcoming year and present a recommendation at the January 2019 

annual meeting. 

 

EDUCATION/ GRANT COMMITTEE – Kerry Whipp   

 

No Report. 

  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE – Dave Brandt/ Dave 

Dittloff 

  

Dave Dittloff presented a draft proposal for the Executive Director benefit package, 

vehicle policy and cell phone policy. Dave requested that the board review this 

proposal and provide feedback over the next couple weeks. Dave would like to 

circulate a more detailed draft to the Executive Board around mid-May. Dave stated 

that the committees’ goal is to have a final draft ready at the July meeting. 

 

INTERNAL AUDIT COMMITTEE – Rodney O’Claire   

 

No report. 

 

LEGISLATION COMMITTEE - Mike McEnroe   

 

Mike McEnroe reported that he will be moving to Fargo in June and will no longer be 

able to serve as the NDWF full-time lobbyist. Mike advised that a new lobbyist 



search begin immediately. 

  

Mike McEnroe gave a brief summary of the April 4th No Trespass meeting that was 

attended by the ND Game & Fish Department, ND Stockman Association, Pheasant 

Forever, United Sportsmen, Cass County Wildlife Club, and NDBA. Mike reported 

that the meeting was polite and opinions were cordially shared from all perspectives. 

The ND Stockman Association requested support in passing the No Trespass bill and 

offered as a compromise to support the ND Game & Fish Department in developing a 

public database with landowner contact information. The ND Game & Fish 

Department agreed to investigate the cost and feasibility of developing such a 

database. Mike said there is a long road ahead in the effort to come up with any 

realistic solution that is beneficial to both sides of the issue. Another meeting has 

been requested for mid-May or sometime in June. 

 

NATIONAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE – Dave Brandt   

 

Dave Dittloff gave a brief report on a variety of issues the NWF is actively engaged 

in.  

● Farm Bill 

● Recovering Americas Wildlife Act 

● Greener Fuel Act – Ethanol Fuel Standard 

● Call for resignation of the EPA Director Scott Pruitt. 

NWF REGIONAL REP. REPORT – Dave Dittloff   

 

Dave Dittloff reminded the board that the NWF Annual Meeting is June 7th-9th in 

Chantilly, VA.   

  

NATURAL RESOURCES ACTION/ LANDOWNER-SPORTSMEN 

COMMITTEE – Gene Masse 



 

No report. 

  

PROGRAM/ CONVENTION COMMITTEE – Mike McEnroe 

  

No report. 

  

PUBLICITY/ COMMUNICATIONS/ FLICKERTALES COMMITTEE – 

Kerry Whipp 

  

Kerry Whipp reported that the NDWF Facebook page has gathered a lot of followers 

over the past several months simply by sharing local and national news stories and 

conservation articles. Kerry commented that the Facebook page has been far more 

successful at reaching people then the website. 

  

Wayne Beyer announced that June 1st is the deadline for Flickertales submissions. 

 

RAP COMMITTEE – Paulette Scherr   

 

Paulette Scherr reported that there was internal conflict within the ND Game & Fish 

Department regarding scheduling and use of the RAP trailer. To try and eliminate 

further conflicts Pat Lothspeich will compose a list of events for 2018, the dates and 

estimated number of public to attend. This list of events will then be prioritized for 

RAP trailer participation. The priority list will be submitted to the ND Game & Fish 

Department for further discussion. 

  

Kerry Whipp reported that there is about 200-300 ASK signs available for 

distribution. 

  

Mike McEnroe suggested that Ruff Auction Service be considered for future RAP 



auctions. Mike said Ruff Auction service is based out of Bismarck and very 

professional and organized. They have the resources to provide a full range of 

services from security to remote bidding to background checks. 

 

AQUATIC NUISANCE SPECIES COMMITTEE – Rodney O’Clair   

 

Rodney O’Clair reported that the next ANS meeting is April 25th. A new policy 

manual will be discussed. 

  

OUTREACH COMMITTEE – Dave Dewald 

  

Dave Dewald reported that 34 people were in attendance, including Congressional 

Delegation, for the Summit meeting earlier today (April 12th). Dave said the meeting 

was very positive. The next summit meeting date has not been formally set but the 

committee hopes to have another meeting before the legislative session begins. 

  

Dave Dewald presented a proposed Senate and Congressional Inquiry on behalf of the 

Lewis & Clark Wildlife Club. The inquiry is a series of questions directed to Senate 

and House Candidates in North Dakota. The hope is that candidates will respond to 

the questions so that the Lewis & Clark Wildlife Club can then distribute the 

responses to their membership and other parties for discussion. Dave Dewald 

encouraged other affiliated clubs to do the same. 

 

OLD/ NEW BUSINESS   

 

Mike McEnroe presented an agenda for the North Dakota Action Group Meeting 

scheduled for April 25-26 in Bismarck. 

  

Greg Gerou reported that the Red River Area Sportsmen have several youth events 

planned for the summer. 



  

Kerry Whipp reported that the Stutsman County Wildlife Federation has a youth 

birdhouse building workshop planned for April 21st. The SCWF is also selling raffle 

tickets for a ND Pronghorn tag. 

  

Charles Vasicek reported that Missouri Valley Shooting Sports has a youth shoot 

planned for July 21st. 

  

The next NDWF Executive Board Meeting is scheduled for July 12th in Velva. 

  

Wayne Beyer declared the meeting adjourned at 10:05 PM.   

 

Lewis & Clark Wildlife Club Report 
Submitted by Dave Dewald 

 
It’s the Political Time of Year: 
The Lewis and Clark Wildlife Club if in the process of drafting 3 – 4 questions for 
this year’s congressional delegation.  The questions will be centered on conservation 
issues important to North Dakotan’s.  The board will review and approve the 
questions at the July 12 quarterly meeting.  After the meeting they will be sent to the 
congressional candidates.  We will then share the answers with all the affiliate clubs 
and on our Facebook page. Contact David Dewald at 701.471.1046 if you have any 
ideas for questions.  
The Lewis and Clark Wildlife Club will also be drafting questions for the North 
Dakota Legislative Candidates from our local districts.  Once developed we will 
provide to all affiliates if you would like to use as a template for your legislative 
district candidates. 
Annual Picnic: 
The Lewis and Clark Wildlife Club will be holding its annual picnic/membership 
drive on July 10, at the Jaycee Centennial Park, E Century Ave & N 4th St, Bismarck, 
ND.  The annual event starts around 5:30 pm and includes a fish fry, along with brats, 
side dishes and desserts.  If you are in town, stop by we would be glad to see you.  

 
 
 
 
 



President’s Report 
Red River Area Sportsmen / NDGF Partnership 

 
The Red River Area Sportsmen’s Club and Wahpeton Park Board are fortunate to 

have a great partnership with the ND Game & Fish Department. 
All aspire to get young people outdoors. It makes much sense to work together to 

maximize resources. The list is long. 
At one time the Kidder Recreation Area consisted of a cinder road to the lowhead 

dam. A Game and Fish grant was used to asphalt a road all the way to the Highway 
210 Bypass. 

Along the road, other grants funded a fish cleaning station, fishing platforms, 
lowhead dam to rock rapids retrofit, river trail, shoreline fishing areas, boat ramp, 
parking areas and a fishing pier. 

Three other fishing piers are located on the North Dakota side along the Bois de 
Sioux River and Red River in Chahinkapa Park and Bois de Sioux Golf Course. A 
partnership also added a boat ramp and dock a few miles north at Brushvale. 

Game and Fish provides mini-tackle boxes and fishing equipment for all four 
youth fishing derbies. The Park Board has received multiple $3500 grants for fish 
cleaning station maintenance. 

$1500 grants are received for the Youth Waterfowl and Pheasants Hunts.  
Birding guides and checklists are received for local birdwatchers, used for birding 

field trips and appreciated by elders and those with backyard bird feeders. 
Conservation education has been supported with grants for Outdoor Wildlife 

Learning Sites at the Kidder Recreation Area tree arboretum and Chahinkapa Zoo’s 
Watchable Wildlife exhibit.  

Coloring books of native North Dakota critters have been used for elementary art. 
‘Habitats of North Dakota’ are teaching resources for 4th grade classes who are 
studying our state.  

Funding has been received for Canada goose nesting tubs and wood duck nest 
boxes.  

Grants have been awarded to the local archery range and area trap clubs. Game 
and Fish has supported the purchase of bows, arrows and targets for the National 
Archery in the Schools Program and this year started a grant program for trap 
shooting teams. 

Volunteers have taught hunter education for decades with teaching resources 
provided by Game and Fish. Fishing instructors have since been added to the 
volunteer base.  

Wahpeton has often hosted Game and Fish Advisory Board Meetings to gather 
input from interested sportsmen. We have been blessed by the active professional 
involvement of local District Game Warden Tim Phalen.  

We have partnered with Game and Fish to address aquatic nuisance species, 
including zebra mussel signage at busy Red River areas, the only known North 
Dakota fishery thus far impacted.  



Game and Fish manages the Private Land Open to Sportsmen (PLOTS) that 
provides public hunting land across North Dakota. At one time, the program 
encompassed a million acres.  

The Sportsmen’s Club has partnered with Game and Fish at Mooreton Lake, 
resulting in rock fishing piers, a boat ramp, two portable fishing piers, fish habitat, 
introduction of forage and stocking unique fish like rainbow trout. It has been a great 
place to bring young people shoreline fishing, even with fly fishing equipment.  

Dozens of rod and reel sets have been received from Game and Fish for loaner 
programs or for use at fishing derbies for youth who don’t have gear.  

We are grateful to North Dakota Game and Fish for showing that state 
government, local government and a non-profit can partner to improve the outdoors 
for all.  
 

Red River Area Sportsmen’s Club Annual Awards Banquet 
 

Awards Winners 
Sportsman of the Year – Mark Althoff 
Lifetime Membership – Greg Gerou 
Lifetime Achievement – Vern Shasky 
 
 
Grants 

● Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation (sponsorship).  
● Minnesota DNR (habitat projects). 
● Scholarships - Ellen Anderson and Brock Pearson. 
●  North American Game Wardens Museum (Jeff Violett paver). 
● Chahinkapa Zoo (elk exhibit). 
● ND Archery Association (scholarship). 
● Twist of Fate (deer archery hunt). 
● Mooreton Sportsmen’s Club (trap and rifle ranges). 
● Head of the Red Trap Club (Breckenridge trap, rifle and archery ranges). 
● Three Rivers Archery Club (outdoor archery range). 
● Camp Wilderness (Scout archery / shooting / fishing). 
● Minnesota Women’s Fishing and Hunting (donation). 
● High School Trap Shooting (Wahpeton, Richland 44, Fairmount, Milnor and Breckenridge). 
● Heitkamp Construction (Ice Fishing Derby). 

 

Reminders 
 
NDWF members are invited to tour the Watford City area to consider future projects. 
We will meet at Rick Holm’s farm just north of Watford City at 10 AM on 
Wednesday, July 11th. More meeting information will be emailed. 
 
The next NDWF quarterly meeting is scheduled at the Velva Wildlife Club on 
Thursday, July 12th, starting at 6 PM. The address is 1901 Highway 52 and located 
about 2.5 miles west of Velva. There is a hunter green with orange lettering banner on 
the north side of the highway where you turn. 
 



The next Flickertales deadline is October 1, 2018. Please submit club reports, hunting 
and fishing news, pictures, special projects, etc. to wayne@wahpetonparks.com or 
Wayne Beyer, 304 South 5th Street, Wahpeton, ND 58075. 
 

Southeast North Dakota Trap Shooting 
Article and Photo Submitted by Greg Gerou, NDWF Board Member 

 
RRASC affiliate member, the Mooreton Sportsman’s Club’s Joe Pikarski Trap Range 
hosts three schools for the 2018 North Dakota High School Clay Target League. 
Richland 44 – in Colfax fielded 22 team members. 
Milnor fielded 20 team members. 
The Hankinson Pirates Trap Team fielded 12 members. 
Range Safety Officer duties were handled by RRASC club president and certified 
RSO Greg Gerou. 
Richland 44 held its end-of-season family night on May 24th with 65+ students, 
coaches, parents and school officials attending. 
Milnor held its end-of-season family night on May 29th with approximately 60 
students, coaches and guests attending. 
All shooters have been invited to shoot at the Joe Pikarski Trap Range regular open 
shooting and league nights, with three shooting nights prior to the 2018 state shoot at 
the Shooting Park in Hoarse ND. on June 16 & 17. 
A final practice night will be June 5th with all three team invited. 
 
 

mailto:wayne@wahpetonparks.com


   



 
 
 

 



 
 

 


